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  FROM THE DESK OF CONSUL GENERAL 

 
Dear friends, 

 

We are pleased to present the latest edition of our 

commercial newsletter covering important developments in India 

and Germany. 

 

 On the occasion of the election of H. E. Mr. Olaf Scholz as 

the Federal Chancellor of Germany by the German Bundestag, 

Prime Minister of India Shri Narendra Modi conveyed his 

felicitations and best wishes through a congratulatory tweet. 

Prime Minister Modi said that he looked forward to working 

closely with Chancellor Scholz to further strengthen the Strategic 

Partnership between India and Germany.  

 

 As India and Germany celebrate 70 years of 

establishment of their diplomatic relations, it is heartening to see 

the cooperation build-up between India and major German 

institutions. India has signed multiple MoUs with Kreditanstalt für 

Wiederaufbau (KfW) on various projects. Besides, an MoU 

between the Government of Kerala and the German Federal 

Employment Agency has also been signed.  

 

  The newsletter also includes an interview with Dr. 

Christian Garbe, Managing Director, FIZ Frankfurt Biotechnology 

Innovation Center, where he speaks about collaboration with All 

India Institute of Ayurveda (AIIA) and the Ministry of AYUSH.  

 

 In addition, as part of Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav 

celebrations, our guest for the series “Indian Achievers” Ms. Neena 

Shukla Hartmann, Managing Director of Prexma GmbH has shared 

her entreprenurial journey and impact of COVID-19 in conducting 

day to day business activities. 

 

 We welcome your feedback which may be sent via email 

on com1.frankfurt@mea.gov.in. 

 
Yours Sincerely 

 Amit Telang  
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2 DEVELOPMENTS IN GERMANY  

The Government of Kerala signs an MoU with the German employment agency 

The Government of Kerala signed an MoU with German Federal Employment Agency for 

hiring of nurses from Kerala. On behalf of the state government, the MoU was signed by NORKA 

Roots (Department of Non Resident Keralites Affairs), the department for expatriates from Kerala. 

The MoU was signed under the German recruitment scheme, ‘Triple Win’. Around 10,000 job 

opportunities are expected to be created.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Government of India signs agreements with KfW 

The Government of India signed multiple agreements with KfW(Kreditanstalt für 
Wiederaufbau) on various projects.  

Energy Reform Programme, Madhya Pradesh:  

The Government of India and KfW signed agreements for Euro 140 million reduced interest 
loan and Euro 2 million grant for Energy Reform Programme, Madhya Pradesh. Shri Rajat Kumar 
Mishra, Additional Secretary, Department of Economic Affairs in the Ministry of Finance, signed the 
agreements on behalf of Government of India and Dr. Juergen Welschof, Head of Division, Energy, 
South Asia signed for KFW.  

The project comprises of 2 components namely, implementation of smart meters & 
Advanced Metering Infrastructure (AMI); and, separation of agriculture & non-agriculture feeders. 

Surat Metro Rail Project: 

The Government of India and KfW signed a Euro 442.26 million loan for Surat Metro Rail 
project.  

The 40.35 km Surat Metro project aims to strengthen & augment the transport 
infrastructure of the Surat urban agglomeration. The project also aims at an integrated multi modal 
transport system in the influence zone of metro corridor to provide first and last mile connectivity 
and improved access to the metro system. Further, Solar energy shall be harnessed at both Depots 
of Surat Metro. 

 

 

 

The Government of India signs contract with European Investment Bank  

The Government of India and European Investment Bank signed a Finance Contract for first 

tranche loan of Euro 250 million for Agra Metro Rail Project. EIB had approved a total loan of Euro 

450 million to fund the Agra Metro Rail Project.  The project aims to provide safe, reliable, affordable 

and environment friendly public Mass Rapid Transit System for Agra city which will improve mobility 

and support endeavour for planned urban development in Agra. 
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Finance Minister Smt. Nirmala Sitharaman participates in G-20 Seminar 

 

 
 

 

The Finance Minister emphasised on the importance of ensuring affordable and equitable access 
to vaccines and therapeutics to bridge the divergences being witnessed in the global economic 
recovery. She also stressed on the importance of enhanced infrastructure investments for enabling a 
quick and stable return to the growth path. 
 

Smt. Sitharaman also emphasised that green investments will play a key role in the rebuilding 
efforts of governments and called upon the G20 to deliberate on how climate finance and green 
technologies can be made available to developing countries so as to incentivize and accelerate their 
efforts towards green growth. 

 

DEVELOPMENTS IN INDIA 3 

Finance Minister Smt. Nirmala Sitharaman during G-20 
Seminar on “Recover Together, Recover Stronger” 

The Union Minister for Finance and Corporate 
Affairs Smt. Nirmala Sitharaman participated virtually 
in the G20 International Seminar hosted in Bali by the 
G20 Presidency of Indonesia. G20’s theme for this 
year is “Recover Together, Recover Stronger”. During 
her address,  the Finance Minister stressed on the fact 
that for a strong, sustainable, balanced and inclusive 
recovery of the global economy, it is imperative to 
ensure collective progress of all countries. Smt. 
Sitharaman also underlined the importance of 
Inclusion, Investment, Innovation and Institutions to 
support the path of global recovery. 

Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi congratulates H. E. Olaf Scholz on being elected as 
Federal Chancellor of Germany 
 

 
 

In a tweet, the Prime Minister said; "My heartiest congratulations to @OlafScholz on being elected as 

the Federal Chancellor of Germany. I look forward to working closely to further strengthen the Strategic 

Partnership between India and Germany." 

The Prime Minister, Shri 
Narendra Modi has 
congratulated H. E. Olaf Scholz on 
being elected as the Federal 
Chancellor of Germany. 
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The Government of India approves Programme for Development of Semiconductors 
and Display Manufacturing Ecosystem in India 
 

The Government of India approved a comprehensive program for the development of 

sustainable semiconductor and display ecosystem in the country. The program aims to usher in a new 

era in electronics manufacturing by providing a globally competitive incentive package to companies in 

semiconductors and display manufacturing as well as design. The program will give an impetus to 

semiconductor and display manufacturing by facilitating capital support and technological 

collaborations. 

 

The programme aims to provide attractive incentive support to companies / consortia that are 

engaged in Silicon Semiconductor Fabs, Display Fabs, Compound Semiconductors / Silicon Photonics / 

Sensors (including MEMS) Fabs, Semiconductor Packaging (ATMP / OSAT), Semiconductor Design. 

 

With the approval of the programme for development of semiconductors and display 

manufacturing ecosystem in India with an outlay of Rs.76,000 crore (>10 billion USD), Government of 

India has announced incentives for every part of supply chain including electronic components, sub-

assemblies, and finished goods. Incentive support to the tune of Rs.55,392 crore (7.5 billion USD) have 

been approved under PLI for Larges Scale Electronics Manufacturing, PLI for IT Hardware, SPECS Scheme 

and Modified Electronics Manufacturing Clusters (EMC 2.0) Scheme. In addition, PLI incentives to the 

quantum of Rs.98,000 crore (USD 13 billion) are approved for allied sectors comprising of ACC battery, 

auto components, telecom & networking products, solar PV modules and white goods. In total, 

Government of India has committed support of Rs. 2,30,000 crore (USD 30 billion) to position India as 

global hub for electronics manufacturing with semiconductors as the foundational building block. 
 

 

In the current geopolitical scenario, trusted sources of semiconductors and displays hold 

strategic importance and are key to the security of critical information infrastructure. The approved 

program will propel innovation and build domestic capacities to ensure the digital sovereignty of India. 

It will also create highly skilled employment opportunities to harness the demographic dividend of the 

country. 

 

Development of semiconductor and display ecosystem will have a multiplier effect across 

different sectors of the economy with deeper integration to the global value chain. The program will 

promote higher domestic value addition in electronics manufacturing and will contribute significantly to 

achieving a USD 1 Trillion digital economy and a USD 5 Trillion GDP by 2025. 
 
 
For more information: click here 

DEVELOPMENTS IN INDIA 3.2 
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Dr. Christian Garbe, Managing Director, FIZ Frankfurt Biotechnology Innovation Center 
     

 

  

 
His special expertise is in linking the financial, pharmaceutical, and biotechnology sectors. His vision 

for FIZ is for it to be a place where scientific ideas and projects are globally moved from mind to market. 
The focus of his work is on the development of international disruptive business models and innovative, 
data-driven technologies, aiming at creating personalized healthcare solutions. 

 

Interview 

1) Could you please tell us about Frankfurter Innovationszentrum Biotechnologie GmbH (FIZ) and what 
it offers its customers? 

 
FIZ is a market-oriented technology center operated in a public-private partnership. Shareholders 

of FIZ GmbH, which was founded in 2002, are the state of Hesse, the city of Frankfurt am Main, and IHK 
Frankfurt am Main. FIZ offers small and medium-sized companies in the life sciences sector a unique basis 
for innovation and growth. 20 tenant companies with about 800 highly specialized employees are located 
at FIZ within Science City Frankfurt-Riedberg. Support is provided on two levels – through the customized 
infrastructure of the FIZ campus with more than 25,000 m² of laboratory and office space, as well as 
through the initiatives and networks of FIZ German Genethics. The resident companies benefit greatly from 
easy access to collaborations, interdisciplinary consortiums, and new markets. 

 
Innovation arises today primarily through the gateways of individual sciences and sectors. 

Interdisciplinary networks are therefore an important driver of innovation. Through synergy projects, FIZ 
management initiates partnerships and promotes the development of new business ideas and models in 
the fields of precision medicine and new markets. Together with leading partners, FIZ builds internationally 
competitive Big Data and software solutions. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

4 INTERVIEW OF THE MONTH 

 
Dr. Christian Garbe has been the Managing Director of the 

FIZ Frankfurt Biotechnology Innovation Center since its founding in 
2002. He completed his studies in agricultural sciences at Georg-
August University in Göttingen and earned a doctorate in 1996 with 
an emphasis on economics and social sciences. 

 
He began his professional career at Novartis in Basel, where 

he assessed potential biotechnology for product development. 
After transitioning to DZ BANK AG in Frankfurt, he analyzed 
pharmaceutical and biotechnology companies and successfully 
managed a biotech fund. Dr. Christian Garbe, Managing Director 

 FIZ Frankfurt Biotechnology Innovation 
Center  
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 2)  Could you please tell us about your collaboration with the All India Institute of Ayurveda (AIIA) and 
Ministry of AYUSH? 
 

In October 2019 during the German-Indian government meetings led by German Chancellor 
Angela Merkel, we signed a memorandum of understanding (MoU) with Prof. Dr. Tanuja Nesari, director 
of the All India Institute of Ayurveda (AIIA). The AIIA is a national institute with connected hospitals for 
Ayurvedic medicine and research under the umbrella of the Ministry of AYUSH (Ayurveda, Yoga, 
Naturopathy, Unani, Siddha and Homeopathy). 
 

The goal of the collaboration is to develop evidence-based guidelines to integrate Ayurvedic 
principles and practices into modern medicine, contributing to fundamentally enhanced diagnostics and 
therapeutic safety, as well as prevention, within the scope of a precision medicine approach. 
 

The core focus of the Frankfurt Biotechnology Innovation Center has always been on the 
application of innovation in the healthcare sector and integration of medical systems. Integration must 
be done at many levels. Our aim is to increase awareness of traditional medical systems and generate 
scientific evidence in order to increase their acceptance in Western societies.  For this purpose, in 
collaboration with the AIIA, we initiated several analytical projects as well as clinical studies in which we 
applied the latest multi-omic technologies and bioinformatic tools.  
 

Within the Ayurgenomics project we have been bridging traditional Ayurvedic knowledge and the 
latest genomic approaches with an aim of investigating the genetic markers that are potentially 
associated with known Ayurvedic formulations and concepts. This project has benefited from advance 
genome sequencing and bioinformatic machine learning algorithms to underpin interactions among the 
Ayurvedic formulations and the genetic elements. Outcomes from this project will play a major role in 
understanding the molecular basis of the mode-of-action of traditional Ayurvedic formulations and how 
these could be implemented in the current healthcare system.     
 
3) What do you think would be the potential developments in the future in the field of Ayurgenomics? 
 

The advances in the studies of the microbiome and epigenetics could lead to further 
developments in the field of Ayurgenomics. Just like Ayurveda, epigenetics takes a holistic approach to 
understanding disease. Similarly, the microbiome shows the importance of nutrition on one’s health and 
body systems. 
 

In addition to gene-sequencing technologies, I see the importance of AI-based tools for the 
interpretation of data. Artificial intelligence has already played a key role in the areas of genomics and 
drug development. In the Ayurgenomics project, AI-based algorithms are developed for identifying 
potential targets of the traditional Ayurvedic formulations. Using these predictions and current 
knowledge, an Ayurvedic product recommendation system can be set up which could recommend 
Ayurvedic products to patients more precisely. Outcomes from this project will play a major role in 
understanding the molecular basis of the mode-of-action of traditional Ayurvedic formulations and how 
these could be implemented in the current healthcare system.   

4.2 INTERVIEW OF THE MONTH 
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4.3 INTERVIEW OF THE MONTH 

4) What could be the potential ways in which India and Germany could collaborate in the future in the 
field of Ayurveda and Pharmaceuticals? 

 
The global pandemic of COVID-19 has shown us that an international collaborative approach is 

essential in managing healthcare challenges.  A common issue requires a common approach. At FIZ, we 
identified the need to merge Western technologies in medicine with the ancient wisdom of Ayurveda, 
Yoga, Naturopathy, Osteopathy. This will lead to a much better understanding of both sides and will give 
a huge benefit to humankind by providing affordable, applicable, actionable and effective treatments 
even against COVID-19.  

 
There is also a need for standardization of the Ayurveda diagnostic system, defining international 

standards. This also includes Ayurveda medicinal and supplemental formulations. The definition of 
international standards is very important for broad international acceptance and FIZ experts definitely 
have some contributions to make to this effort. 
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INTERVIEW OF THE MONTH 
  

Ms. Neena Shukla Hartmann, Managing Director of Prexma GmbH  
 

   

   

Interview 

1)  1) Could you please tell us about Indien Aktuell and what services/products does it offer? 

  INDIEN aktuell is an information and communication platform created solely to promote India in 
Germany. With more than a million visits per year and around 4 million Page impressions INDIEN aktuell is 
the largest information portal on India in German language. 

 
  The purpose of creating INDIEN aktuell twenty years ago, was to create a reliable and neutral content 

source in German language about India. We later added an Events Calendar, and a Marketplace for Indian 
and German Service Providers. INDIEN aktuell has an online Press Review and a monthly Newsletter. We 
recently added a Shop for Souvenirs handmade in India. INDIEN aktuell has a strong Social Media presence. 
INDIEN aktuell provides numerous B2B and B2C marketing possibilities, through its clearly defined target 
group and the ROI on promotion campaigns is very high.  

 
2)  2)  How has your entrepreneurship journey been in Germany? 

My entrepreneurial journey in Germany started with a Joint venture with a German IT professional, 
Mr. Alexander Hartmann in 1996. We started our business as an Internet and Marketing solution provider. 
We were early movers in the business of promotion of goods and services through Exhibitions and Buyer 
Seller Meets in India and Germany.  

 
Our company got the prestigious project of creating the Website of India Tourism in Europe in English, 

German, French, Italian, Portuguese, and Spanish, in 1996. Another prestigious Project was Partner Country 
India Show in Düsseldorf and Offenbach for the Leather industry, India as Partner Country at Hamburg Port 
Birthday celebrations under the Motto “Days of India in Germany - Connecting Cultures" for the ministry of 
Tourism.  

 

   

 

5 INDIAN ACHIEVERS IN GERMANY 
 

Ms. Neena Shukla Hartmann is a marketing professional and Managing 
Director of Prexma GmbH. She is also the cofounder of INDIEN aktuell. 
 

She has curated many important exhibitions and business events for 
Indian Products and Services in Germany. She has been actively promoting India 
Tourism as a PR Consultant in Europe since 1996, working for the Ministry of 
Tourism and State Tourism organizations of India. As a leading member of 
cultural and social organizations such as DIG - Deutsch Indische Gesellschaft and 
Indian religious and cultural associations she is actively promoting Indian 
Heritage and Culture in Germany.  
 

She firmly believes in the power of giving and sharing. She has a post 
graduate degree in Molecular Biology and Marketing from Germany and the 
United Kingdom. 
 Ms. Neena Shukla Hartmann 

Managing Director of Prexma GmbH 
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We have been the international marketing company for various Exhibitions in India for Germany 
and Europe. I was able to successfully lead projects in India and Germany in the field of Textile sourcing 
and Quality Control Services for German and Brazilian Apparel businesses. We opened a company in India 
exactly 12 years ago to facilitate this business. 
 

We are proud to have long term Indian and German clients. We have come a long way since 1996 
rejuvenating our Skills and Services. My focus is India, and my expertise as a consultant on doing business 
with India, has evolved with the economic and social changes taking place in India during the last decade. 
Internet and Marketing solutions for German and Indian companies is still our core business.  
 

3)  3)  What services do you offer through Prexma GmbH? 

Prexma is an Internet and Marketing Solution Provider. We provide advice and guidance on 
entering the Indian and German market. With our experienced Marketing and Corporate Communication 
Services we act as facilitators for our clients on a long-term basis.Our strategies, provide SME-small and 
medium enterprises, Government Organizations and Public Sector units a great opportunity to optimize 
their marketing investment. 

 
We offer digitalization solutions to German business, web software and database programming, 

Google App Services (Apps and Cloud Setup), SaaS and cloud-based IT solutions, Hosting and Domain 
Services. In our head office in Düsseldorf and office in Delhi, not only tailor-made strategies are developed, 
but also implemented on site, taking the local cultural and business requirements into consideration. 
Together with our international Partner Network, of Experts we can offer fully integrated solutions to our 
clients worldwide. 
 

4)  4) Is your business affected by the Pandemic? What measures did you take to counteract the adverse 
effects of the Pandemic on your business? 

 

Yes, it has been affected, especially the business connected with exhibitions and events and 
Tourism. During the pandemic we decided to invest in learning new skills and upgrade our technology such 
as to develop new business tools, organize virtual meetings and Seminars.  
 

We are currently developing a Data Minding Tool which will help small and medium sized 
companies to keep its business data up to date.  We will be launching our revamped network platform for 
Indo German Businesses and Professionals - www.INDIAdesk.com soon. 
 

5)  5) What are the potential areas in which India and Germany could collaborate? 

India and Germany are natural partners as far as industrial development is concerned. 
Manufacturing and Digitalization collaborations are currently the backbone of this partnership. The 
strategic collaboration using the innovations of Industry 4.0 in Germany and human resource strength of 
India is expected to increase industrial output and GDP in both countries. 
 

5.2 INDIAN ACHIEVERS IN GERMANY 
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5.3 INDIAN ACHIEVERS IN GERMANY 
 

 

More growth can be achieved in collaborations with the MSME sector in India and the German 
Mittelstand. A huge potential of available knowhow and resources could be a game changer in the coming 
decade. 

 
So much can be done on this front, utilizing the social and economic factors in both countries, short 

term collaborations could be in the sector of Skill development and Higher education, Human resources 
exchange, Alternative Medicine, Health Care and Elder Care expertise. 
 

Long term collaboration goals could be to achieve the 2030 Sustainable Development goals towards 
peace and prosperity and a long life to our planet. 
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Consul Coordination, Mr. Ram Kumar with 
Mr. Jan Heidemanns, Head Department of 

International Affairs, Chamber of Commerce 
Trier. 

Consul General Dr. Amit Telang in a virtual meeting with Mr. 
Chandrakant Salunkhe, Founder & President, SME Chamber 

India 

Consul General Dr. Amit Telang met with Hon‘ble Lord Mayor of Koblenz, 
Mr David Langner 

Consul General and Consul Commerce in a video conference 
with Mr. Gilles Noblet, Principal Adviser at the ECB’s 

Directorate General for International and European Relations 
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THANK YOU 

 


